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The Distributed File System 

We use the Distributed File System to replicate our files 
from the shared folders holding the data for our 
organization to the secondary server. 



Setup Security Policies 

To add a new role such as Distributed File Services on the Windows 2012 Standard 
Server, we select the Server Manager button from the Task Bar and select Manage 
from the Dashboard. From the list we choose Add Roles and Features. 



Before You Begin 

Before we add a role to 
the Windows 2012 
Standard Server, we will 
want to have a smart 
password on our 
administrator account, 
to configure our network 
connections with a static 
IP address and we want 
to have the most current 
Service Packs and 
Windows Updates 
loaded. If this is done, 
then we can go ahead 
and press the Next 
command button. 



Installation Type 

Then we opt for the 
installation type which is 
either Role based or 
Remote Desktop Services 
Installation. For a stand 
alone server, we will 
choose the Role based 
option.  

 

Press the Next button to 
continue. 



Select Destination Server 

Now we will select a 
server from the server 
pool. This can be a 
physical or virtual server. 
We opt to choose a 
server from the server 
pool and we highlight 
our server name from 
the list. 

 

Press the Next button to 
advance. 

 

 

  



Select Server Role 

The Add Roles and 
Features Wizard window 
shows the multitude of 
functions a 2012 server 
can provide. We see the 
File and Storage Devices is 
installed. Double click it to 
expand the selection. 
Annotate the DFS 
Namespace.  
 

A smaller dialogue box will 
appear and we then press 
the Add Features button 
on that pop up window. 

  



Select Role Services 

On the Select Role Services 
window, annotate the 
Distributed File Services, 
DFS Namespaces and DFS 
Replication checkboxes. 



Features Window 

Next, the Features window 
comes up and we will not 
add any features at this 
time. 

 

Press the Next button to go 
on. 



Confirm Installation Selections 

We confirm that we want 
to set the machine up as a 
Distributed File Services, 
so we pick the Install  
button to proceed.  



Installation Results 

Finally, the server File 
Distribution Services role 
installation is completed. 
We can close the 
window.  

 



DFS Management 

In the Server Manager 
window, select Tools 
and then choose DFS 
Management. 



DFS Management Window 

In the next lesson, we will 
replicate between two 
servers. 


